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This course will examine gender as a marker of social and cultural differentiation, hierarchy, and division, drawing on recent feminist scholarship.  The instructors' specialization (literary and cultural criticism, psychology) will figure prominently but not exclusively in this syllabus.  Focusing on critiques and subversions of dominant constructions of femininity, masculinity, and sexuality, the course will explore issues that have become central to feminist politics and scholarship:  the heterogeneity encompassed by the category "woman;"  the pressures generated by this heterogeneity on feminist intellectual and political practice;  the feminist dismantling of the divisions between the personal and the political, the emotional and the rational, the scholarly and the activist.  In so doing we hope to gain an understanding of the ways feminist scholarship has challenged existing academic and disciplinary conventions, and has gone on to develop its own intellectual agendas, political strategies, fields of inquiry and modes of expression.  Indeed, one of the questions we hope will be always present in our discussions is whether feminism and gender studies has the marks of a "discipline," and what the ramifications of that disciplinarity might be.

Our course addresses these hopes in the following ways.  We begin by exploring some basic ideas informing feminist theory and politics.  Some of the readings we have selected interest and excite each of us individually and others are texts that we both agree to be important for contemporary feminist thinking.  Early on in the course, we will read about feminist pedagogy and we have reserved a planning day for students to collectively decide about:

a.  the way each individual class period is "run"

b.  the kinds of assignments we will undertake

c.  the role to be played by faculty members in the general conduct of the course

In addition to the writing assignments to be decided by the second week of the semester, we require regular class attendance, completion of reading assignments before each class, and active participation in discussions.

Course Texts (available at Bryn Mawr College Bookstore)

Franz  and Stewart eds. , Women Creating Lives
Foucault, ed.  Herculine Barbin
Enloe, Bananas, Beaches and Bases
A coursepack of all other prescribed readings will be available for copying at Staples.

Syllabus
Beginnings
 

Jan. 23


Introduction to the course

Rich, Adrienne.  "Taking Women Students Seriously."  On Lies, Secrets and 
Silence: Selected Prose 1966-1978.  New York: Norton, 1979.  237-245.

Jan. 25


Stacey, Jackie. "Untangling Feminist Theory." Thinking Feminist: Key 
Concepts in Women's Studies.  Ed. Diane Richardson and Victoria 
Robinson. New York: Guilford, 1993.  49-74.

Bhavnani, Kum-Kum. "Talking Racism." Thinking Feminist.  27-48.

Is there a feminist classroom?

Jan. 30


Maher, Frances A., and Mary Kay Thompson Tetreault. The Feminist 
Classroom.   New York: Basic Books, l994. 56-126.

Robinson, Victoria. "Introducing Women`s Studies." Thinking Feminist. 1-
26.

Feb. 1

Planning Day

Hooks, Hooks.  Talking Back: Thinking Feminist Thinking Black.  Boston: 
South End P, 1989.  10-18; 73-83.
Ettinger, Maia.  "The Pocahontas Paradigm."  Tilting the Tower: Lesbians 
Teaching Queer Subjects.  Ed. Linda Garber.  New York: Routledge, 
1994.  51-55.

Coming to Terms
Feb. 6


Michele Barrett,  "Gender and the Division of Labor."  Women's Oppression 
Today.  Revised edition.  London: Verso, 1988.  152-186.

Rubin, Gayle.  "Traffic in Women: Notes On the 'Political Economy' of Sex."  
Towards An Anthropology of Women.  New York: Monthly Review, 
1975.  157-210.  

Feb. 8

Grosz,   Elizabeth.  "Conclusion: A Note on Essentialism and Difference."    
Feminist Knowledge: Critique and Construct.  Ed. Sneja Gunew.  
London: Routledge, 1990.  332-344.

Scott, Joan W. "Experience."  Feminists Theorize the Political.   Eds. Judith 
Butler and Joan W. Scott.  New York: Routledge, 1992.  22-39.

 

Feb. 13  

Rich, Adrienne.  "Compulsory Heterosexuality and Lesbian Existence."  
Women--Sex and Sexuality .  Eds. Catherine R. Stimpson and Ethel 
Spector Person.  Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1980.  62-91.

Lugones, Maria C., and Elizabeth V. Spelman. "Have We Got a Theory for 
You! Feminist Theory, Cultural Imperialism and the Demand for the 
`Women`s Voice'."  Women's Studies International Forum.  6.6 (1983): 
573-81.

Gender, Language, & Speech

Feb. 15

MacKinnon, Catherine. Only Words.  Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 1993.  1-
42.

Penelope, Julia. Speaking Freely: Unlearning the Lies of the Fathers' Tongues.  
New York: Pergamon Press, l990.  xii-xxxvii, 36-54.

LeGuin, Ursula. "Bryn Mawr Commencement Speech."  Dancing at the Edge 
of the World.  New York: Harper & Row, l989.  147-160.

Feminist Epistemology

Feb. 20


Harding, Sandra.  Whose Science, Whose Knowledge: Thinking From 
Women's Lives. Ithaca: Cornell UP, 1991.  105-137.
Collins, Patricia Hill.  "Learning From the Outsider Within: The Sociological 
Significance of Black Feminist Thought."  (En)Gendering Knowledge: 
Feminists in Academe.   Eds. Joan E. Hartman and Ellen Messer 
Davidow.  Knoxville, TN: U of Tennessee P, 1991.  40-40-65.

Feb. 22

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade.  "Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and 
Colonial Discourses."  Feminist Review   30 (1988): 61-88.

Lata Mani, "Multiple Mediations: Feminist Scholarship in the Age of 
Multinational Reception."  Feminist Review  35 (1990): 24-41.

Gender Trouble

Feb. 27

Herculine Barbin. Trans. Richard McDougall.  New York: Pantheon, 1980.

Feb. 29


Kessler,  Suzanne J. "The Medical Construction of Gender: Case Management 
of  Intersexed Infants."  Signs  16.1 (1990): 3-26.

Mar. 5

Butler, Judith.  Bodies that Matter: On the Discursive Limits of Sex.  New 
York: Routledge, 1993. 121-140. 

Hooks, Bell.   "Is Paris Burning?"  Black Looks.  Boston: South End P, 1992.  
145-156

Feminist Critique of Biology
Mar. 7

Fausto-Sterling, Anne Myths of Gender: Biological Theories about Women 
and Men.  New York: Basic Books, 1985.  61-155.

Development of Girls in Schools
Mar. 19


Fagot, Beverly I. "Beyond the Reinforcement Principle: Another Step Toward 
Understanding Sex Role Development." Developmental Psychology 
21.6 (1985): 1097-1104.

Thorne, Barrie and Zella Luria. "Sexuality and Gender in Children's Daily 
Worlds."  Social Problems 33.3 (l986):  176-189.

Mar. 21

Fine, Michelle "Sexuality Schooling and Adolescent Females: The Missing 
Discourse of Desire." Disruptive Voices: The Possibilities of Feminist 
Research.  Ed. Michelle Fine.  Ann Arbor: U of Michigan P, 1992. 31-60.

Gilligan, Carol, "Teaching Shakespeare's Sisters: Notes from the 
Underground of Female Adolescence." Making Connections: The 
Relational Worlds of Adolescent Girls at Emma Willard School.  Eds. 
Carol Gilligan, Nona P. Lyons, and Trudy J. Hanmer.  Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard UP, 1990.  6-29.

Psychology of Women
Mar. 26


Carol E. Franz and Abigail E. Stewart, eds. Women Creating Lives.   Boulder, 
CO: Westview P, 1994

Mar. 28

Franz and Stewart, eds. Women Creating Lives. 

Apr. 2
Bordo, Susan.  Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture, and The 
Body.  Berkeley: U of California P, 1993.  139-164.

 Slim Hopes.  Videocassette. Writ. and Prod. Jean Kilbourne.  Media 
Education Foundation, 1995.  30 mins.

Apr. 4

Krestan, Jo-Ann and Claudia Bepko, "Codependency: The Social 
Reconstruction of Female Experience." Feminism and Addiction.  Ed. 
Claudia Bepko.  New York: Haworth Press, 1992.  49-66.

Lamb, Sharon. "Onlookers." The Trouble With Blame: Victims, Perpetrators, 
and Responsibility  (Cambridge: Harvard UP, 1996).

Reproduction and Mothering
Apr. 9

Chodorow, Nancy.  "Family Structure and Feminine Personality." Women, 
Culture and Society.  Eds. Michelle Zimbalist Rosaldo and Louise 
Lamphere.  Stanford: Stanford UP, 1974. 43-66.

Devi, Mahasweta.  "Breast-Giver."  Trans. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak.  In 
Other Worlds: Essays in Cultural Politics. Gayatri Spivak.  New York: 
Routledge, 1988.  222-240.


Body.  71-97.

Apr. 11


Stanworth, Michelle.  "Birth Pangs: Conceptive Technologies and the Threat 
to Motherhood." Conflicts in Feminism.  Eds. Marianne Hirsch and 
Evelyn Fox Keller.  New York: Routledge, 1990. 288-304.

Bordo, Susan.  Unbearable Weight: Feminism, Western Culture, and The 
Women and the International Division of Labor
Apr. 16

Enloe, Cynthia. Bananas, Beaches, and Bases.  Berkeley: U of California P, 
1990. 1-41; 124-201.

Women or the Feminine? Questions of Representation

Apr. 18

Cixous, Helene. "The Laugh of the Medusa."  Feminisms: An Anthology of 
Literary Theory and Criticism. Eds. Robyn R. Warhol and Diane Price 
Herndl.  New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers UP, 1991. 334-349.

Irigaray, Luce.  "This Sex Which is Not One." Feminisms.  350-356.

Lispector, Clarice.  "Preciousness."  The Woman That I Am: The Literature 
and Culture of Contemporary Women of Color. Ed. D. Soyini Madison. 
New York: St. Martins, 1994.  221-228.

Apr. 23

Lubiano,  "Black Ladies, Welfare Queens, and State Minstrels: Ideological War 
By Narrative Means."  Race-ing Justice, En-gendering Power: Essays on 
Anita Hill, Clarence Thomas, and the Social Construction of Reality. 
ed. Toni Morrison.  New York: Pantheon, 1992.  323-363.

Stansell, Christine.  "White Feminists and Black Realities: The Politics of 
Authenticity." Race-ing Justice. 251-268.

Postmodernism and Feminism
Apr. 25

Harraway, Donna. "Manifesto for Cyborgs: Science, Technology, and Socialist 
Feminism in the 1980s."  Feminism/Postmodernism.  New York: 
Routledge, 1990.  194-233.

Freccero, Carla.  "Our Lady of MTV: Madonna's `Like a Prayer'." Feminism 
and Postmodernism.  Eds. Margaret Ferguson and Jennifer Wicke. 
Durham: Duke UP, 1994.  

Hooks, Bell.   "Madonna"  Black Looks.  Boston: South End P, 1992. 157-164

Gazing Subjects
Apr. 30

Mulvey, Laura.  "Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema."  Feminism and 
Film Theory.  Ed. Constance Penley.  New York: Routledge, ???57-85.

Modleski, Tania.  The Women Who Knew Too Much.  New York: Methuen, 
1988.  73-85.

Traub, Valerie.  "The Ambiguities of `Lesbian' Viewing Pleasure: The 
(Dis)articulations of Black Widow."  Body Gaurds: The Cultural Politics 
of Gender Ambiguity.  New York: Routledge, 1991.  305-328.

Abuse and Victimization
May 2

Kelly, Liz.  "How Women Define Their Experiences of Violence."  Feminist 
Perspectives on Wife Abuse.  Eds. Kersti Yllo and Michele Bograd.  
Newbury Park, CA: Sage, 1988.  114-132.

Schneider, Elizabeth.  "Describing and Changing: Women's Self-Defense 
Work and the Problem of Expert Testimony on Battering." Women's 
Rights Law Reporter 9.3&4 (1986): 195-225.

Goldner , Virginia. et al.  "Love and Violence: Gender Paradoxes in Volatile 
Attachments." Family Process  29.3 (1990): 343-364.

6
5

