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General Programs 290: 

Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Gender: 

Knowing the Body

Kaye Edwards (General Programs, Haverford) 

and Anne Dalke (English, Bryn Mawr) 

This “core” course for the concentration in 

feminist and gender studies was first designed 

eight years ago as a junior seminar that uses 

contemporary feminist scholarship to examine 

gender as a mark of social and cultural differentiation.  

This year the class will focus on the recent outpouring 

of work, in many fields, that attempts to “know” the body.  

Bodies have long been the central subject of curiosity in 

areas such as biology, medicine and behaviorist psychology, 

where they have a well-established understanding as natural, 

physical structures (such as organ systems or chromosomes).  

But in the past decade, “the body” has also become a new 

enthusiasm, and the subject of intense critique, in a range 

of other fields, such as art history, film studies, literary 

criticism, philosophy, sociology, history, and theology.

Our interests in this course (which will be co-taught one 

faculty member trained in developmental biology, and 

another in American literary criticism) will span the 

spectrum: we will examine the body as biological entity, 

and as social and linguistic construct;  as a precultural

and prelinguistic site of sensations and experiences, and 

as a site of discursive practice which resists representation

in language.  We will have a particular concern with the 

way natural bodies may be marked, organized and produced 

as cultural.

We will consider the body in multiple ways: textually, 

visually, linguistically, experientially, somatically. (In other 

words, we will read texts, view films, and discuss them both;  

but we will also meditate, exercise and eat together.)  We will 

begin the course by writing about our own bodies, and those 

of women we know;  we will then turn our attention to the 

wide range of work that, during the past decade, has attempted

to “know” the body.

This is a writing intensive course.  Enrollment will be limited 

to 25, with preference given to Feminist and Gender Studies 

concentrators.

Anyone expecting to enroll in the course must read several poems

and essays before the first class meeting;  they will be available 

for  pickup in the English Department Office at Bryn Mawr, and

outside of Sharpless 113 at Haverford.  Copies will also be on

reserve at both libraries.

Shorthand Syllabus:  KNOWING THE BODY

OUR BODIES EXPERIENCED
Menstruation (Olds, Sexton,Steinam)
Being Breasted (Young)

Body Shape  (Bordo)

Sexual Experience (Allison, Fine,Irigaray, Koedt)

The Body Disabled and Dying 

(Duff, Wendell, Brown)
BODIES OF EVIDENCE/BODIES OF KNOWLEDGE

Epistemology (McFague,Grosz, Harding)

Interdisciplinarity (McIntosh, Noddings)

Pedagogy (hooks)
BODY FORM
Fausto-Sterling

Intersex (Kessler, Epstein)









   Transgender  (Butler, hooks)



FILM:Paris Is Burning
BODY TALK/BODY LANGUAGE








    Madonna (hooks, Layton, Freccero)
 
FILM:Truth or Dare
Pornography (MacKinnon, Rubin, Allison)







                                                     L’ecriture feminine


   Duras, The Lover

(Kristeva, Cixous)

Winterson, Written on the Body
THE-BODY-IN-LAW

Patricia Williams




                    Clarence Thomas and Anita Hill 

                                  (Morrison, Smitherman)









FILM: Highlights of the Hearings
Sexual Violence (Kelly, Goldner, Lamb)
Contraceptive Technology (Stanworth, Kaplan, Pollitt)

                                                                          Reproductive Rights (Young,  Bordo, McClain)

THE BODY POLITIC 








     Global Feminism (Mohanty, Enloe)

FILM: Carmen Miranda
                                                    Female Genital Surgeries (Toubia, Lane and Rubinstein)








FILM: Warrior Marks

                                        Embodied Ethics (Ruddick, Bouvard Pollitt, Khaled)

FILM: Las Madres

   FINAL EMBODIMENT: TIME TO DIGEST

Breastfeeding Globally (Sexton, Devi, Van Esterik)

Feminist Vegetarianism



YOUR BODY OF WORK:  The Course Requirements

1. Class participation

2. Newsgroup (one screen-long entry/topic)




3. Three 3-pp. working papers

4. A final, formal research project (10 pp.)




                                                          Viewing films, attending lectures
KNOWING OUR BODIES, OURSELVES

OUR BODIES EXPERIENCED

1/20: Menstruation


Olds, Sharon.  “Eggs.”  “35/10.”  The Dead and the Living.  New 


York:  Knopf, 1984.  63, 75.


Sexton, Anne.  “Menstruation at Forty.”  The Complete Poems.  


Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1981.  137-138.


Being Breasted

Young, Iris Marion.  “Breasted Experience:  The Look and the 


Feeling.”  Throwing Like a Girl and Other Essays in 



Feminist Philosophy and Social Theory.  Bloomington, 



Indiana:  Indiana University Press, 
1990.  189-209.

1/22: Body Shape


Bordo, Susan.  “Anorexia Nervosa:  Psychopathology as the 



Crystallization of Culture.”  Unbearable Weight: Feminism, 


Western Culture, and the Body.  Berkeley:  University of 


California Press, 
1993.  139-164.


Chernick, Abbe.  “The Body Politic.”  Listen Up: Voices from the 


Next Feminist Generation.  Ed. Barbara Findlen.  Seal, 1995.

1/27:  Constructing Masculinity

Fausto-Sterling, Anne.  “How to Build a Man.”  Constructing 



Masculinity. Ed. Maurice Berger, Brian Wallis and Simon 


Watson.  New York, Routledge, 1995.  127-134.


Mariani, Philomena, “Law-and-Order-Science.”  Constructing 



Masculinity.  135-156.


Aronowitz, Stanley.  “My Masculinity.”  Constructing Masculinity.  


307-320.
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1/29: Sexual Experience

Allison, Dorothy.  “Femme.”  Skin:  Talking About Sex, Class and 


Literature.  Ithaca, New York:  Firebrand Books, 1994. 151-


158.



Fine, Michelle.   “Sexuality Schooling and Adolescent Females: The 


Missing Discourse of Desire.”  Disruptive Voices: The 



Possibility of Feminist Research.  Ann Arbor:  University 


of Michigan, 1992.  31-60.


Bracci, Linda.  “Undefining Sex with the Female Orgasm.”  General 


Programs Women, Medicine and Biology.  Haverford College.  

Fall 1997.

2/3: The Body Disabled and Dying

Still/Here.  Bill T. Jones with Bill Moyers.  Videocassette.  David 


Grubin Productions and Public Affairs Television, 1997.  55 


minutes.


Sontag, Susan.  AIDs and Its Metaphors.  New York: Farrar, Straus, 


and Giroux, 1989.  5-16, 37-43, 93-95.


Wendell, Susan.  The Rejected Body:  Feminist Philosophical 



Reflections on Disability.  New York:  Routledge, 1996.  



1-7, 165-179.

BODIES OF EVIDENCE/BODIES OF KNOWLEDGE


2/5: Epistemology

McFague, Sallie.  The Body of God: an Ecological Theology.  



Minneapolis:  Fortress Press, 1973.  vii-xii, 22-25,38-55.


Grosz, Elizabeth.  “Bodies and Knowledges:  Feminism and the 


Crisis of Reason.”  Feminist Epistemologies.  Ed. Linda 



Alcoff and Elizabeth Potter.  New York:  Routledge, 1993.  


187-215. 
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Harding, Sandra.  “Rethinking Standpoint Epistemology:  What Is 


‘Strong Objectivity’?  Feminist Epistemologies.  49-82.

2/10: Pedagogy and Testimony

hooks, bell.  “Engaged Pedagogy,” “Confronting Class in the 



Classroom,” and “Eros, 
Eroticism, and the Pedagogical 


Process.”  Teaching to Transgress:  Education as the Practice 


of Freedom.  New York:  Routledge, 1994. 13-22, 177-189, 


191-199.


Kauffman, Linda.  “The Long Goodbye:  Against Personal 



Testimony, or An Infant Grifter Grows Up.”  American 


Feminist Thought at Century’s End:  A Reader.  Ed. Linda 


Kauffman.  Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Blackwell, 1993.    


258-277. 

2/12: Interdisciplinarity and Service Learning

Noddings, Nel.  The Challenge to Care in Schools: An Alternative 


Approach to Education.  New York:  Teachers' College Press, 

1992. xi-xiv, 28-62.


Rhoads, Robert.  Community Service and Higher Learning:  



Explorations of the Caring Self.  Albany:  State University of 


New York Press, 1997.  1-10, 49-54, 204-233.

BODY FORM
2/17: Intersex

Slaughenhaupt, Bruce.  “Diagnostic Evaluation and Management of 


the Child With Ambiguous Genitalia.”  The Journal of the 


Kentucky Medical Association  95 (April 1997):  135-141.


Epstein, Julia.  “Ambiguous Sexes.”  Altered Conditions:  Disease, 


Medicine and Storytelling.  New York: Routledge, 1995. 



 79-122.
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Chase, Cheryl.  “Hermaphrodites with Attitude: Mapping the 



Emergence of Intersex Political Activism.”  Draft.  February 


23, 1997. 1-15.

2/19: Transgender




Paris Is Burning.  Dir. Jennie Livingston.  Videocassette.  Miramax, 


1992.  76 minutes.


Butler, Judith. “Gender is Burning.”  Bodies That Matter.  New 


York: Routledge, 1993. 121-140.


hooks, bell.  “Is Paris Burning?” Black Looks:  Race and 



Representation. Boston:  South End, 1992.  145-156.

BODY TALK/BODY LANGUAGE

2/24: Madonna: Truth or Dare. Dir. Alek Keshishian.  Videocassette.  Boy 


Toy and Miramax, 1991.  118 minutes.


hooks, bell.  “Madonna.”  Black Looks:  Race and Representation.  


Boston: South End, 1992. 157-164.



Layton, Lynne.  “Who’s That Girl?  A Case Study of Madonna.” 


Women Creating Lives:  Identitities, Resilience, and 



Resistance.  Boulder, Colorado: Westview, 1994.  143-156. 


Freccero, Carola.  “Our Lady of MTV:  Madonnna’s ‘Like a 



Prayer.’”  Feminism and Postmodernism.  Durham, North 


Carolina:  Duke, 1994.  179-199. 

2/26: Pornography

MacKinnon, Catherine. “Defamation and Discrimination.”  Only 


Words.  Cambridge, Massachusetts:  Harvard University 


Press,1993.  1-42.
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Rubin, Gayle. “Misguided, Dangerous and Wrong:  an Analysis of 


Anti-Pornography Politics.”  Bad Girls and Dirty Pictures: 


The Challenge to Reclaim Feminism.  Ed. Alison Assiter and 


Avedon Carol.  Boulder, Colorado:  Pluto, 1993.  18-40.


Allison, Dorothy.  “Public Silence, Private Terror.”  Skin.  101-120. 

L’ecriture feminine 



   

3/3: Duras, Marguerite.  The Lover. Trans. Barbara Bray.  New York:  


Harper and Row, 1985.

3/5: Kristeva, Julia.  “Woman Can Never Be Defined.”  New French 



Feminisms:  An Anthology.  New York:  Schocken, 1980.  


137-141. 

      Cixous, Helene.  “The Laugh of the Medusa.”  New French 



Feminisms.  245-264.

SPRING BREAK

3/17 & 3/19:  Winterson, Jeanette. Written on the Body.  New York: 


Vintage, 1994.

THE-BODY-IN-LAW

3/24: Williams, Patricia.  The Alchemy of Race and Rights   Cambridge, 


Massachusetts:  Harvard University Press, 1991. 1-19, 181-


201, 256-257. 

3/26: Anita Hill/Clarence Thomas


Sex and Justice:  The Highlights of the Anita Hill/Clarence Thomas


Hearings.  Dir. Julian Schlossberg.  Videocassette.  First 


Run/Icarus, 
1993.  77 minutes.
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Painter, Nell.  “Hill, Thomas and the Use of Racial Stereotype.”  


Race-ing Justice, En-gendering Power:  Essays 




on Anita Hill, Clarence Thomas, and the Construction of 


Social Reality.  Ed. Toni Morrison.  New York: Pantheon, 


1992.  200-214.


Stansell, Christine.  “White Feminists and Black Realities:  



The Politics of Authenticity.”  Race-ing Justice.  251-268.


hooks, bell. “A Feminist Challenge:  Must We Call Every 



Woman Sister?” Black Looks:  Race and Representation.  


Boston: South End, 1992.  79-86.


Smitherman, Geneva.  “Testifyin, Sermonizin, and Signifyin: 



Anita 
Hill, 
Clarence Thomas and the African American 


Verbal Tradition.”  African American Women Speak Out On 


Anita 
Hill-Clarence Thomas.  Detroit:  Wayne State University 

Press, 1995.  224-242.

 3/31: Sexual Violence

Goldner, Virginia et al.  “Love and Violence:  Gender 




Paradoxes in Volatile Attachments.”  Family Process 29, 


3 (1990).  343-364.


Lewis, Addie, Jess McHugh, Karen Larrimer and Sara Lefstein.  


“Rape Education and Empowerment: An Impossible Task?”  


http://students.haverford.edu/slefstei/

4/2: Lamb, Sharon. The Trouble With Blame: Victims, Perpetrators, and


Responsibility.  Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1996.  


22-87. 

4/7: Contraceptive Technology             








On the Eighth Day: Perfecting Mother Nature.  Videocassette.  


Cinefort, 1992. 102 minutes.
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Stanworth, Michelle.  “Birth Pangs:  Contraceptive 




Technologies and the Threat to Motherhood.”  Conflicts



in Feminism. Eds. Marianne Hirsh and Evelyn Fox 



Keller.  New York:  Routledge, 1990.  288-
304.


Kaplan, E. Ann.  “The  Politics of Surrogacy Narratives:  



Notes Toward a Research Project.”  Feminist 




Nightmares: Women at Odds:  Feminism and the 




Problem of Sisterhood.  New York:  New York 




University 
Press, 1994.  189-205.


Davis, Angela.  “Outcast Mothers and Surrogates:  Racism and 


Reproductive Politics in the 90’s.”  American Feminist 



Thought at Century’s End.  355-366. 

4/9: Reproductive Rights

Young, Iris.  “Pregnant Embodiment:  Subjectivity and 




Alienation.” Throwing Like a Girl.  160-174.


McClain, Linda.  “Equality, Oppression, and Abortion: 




Women Who Oppose Abortion Rights in the Name of 



Feminism.”  Feminist Nightmares.  159-188.


Wolf, Naomi.  “Our Bodies, Our Souls: What the Pro-Choice 



Movement Must Learn to Say.”  The New Republic.  October 


16, 1995.  26-35.

THE BODY POLITIC

4/14: Global Feminism

Mohanty, Chandra.  “Under Western Eyes:  Feminist 




Scholarship and Colonial Discourses.”  Feminist Review 


30 (1988): 61-88.


Enloe, Cynthia. Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Sense of 



Feminist International Politics.  Berkeley: University of 



California, 1990.  1-41, 151-201. 
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Embodied Ethics

4/16:  Ruddick, Sarah.  “Maternal Thinking.” Mothering:  Essays in 



Feminist Theory.  Ed. Joyce Trebilcot.  Totowa, New Jersey:  



Rowman and Allanheld, 1983.  213-230.


---.  “Rethinking ‘Maternal’ Politics.”  The Politics of Motherhood:  


Activist Voices from Left to Right.  Ed. Alexis Jetter, 



Annelise Orleck, and Diana Taylor.  Hanover:  University 


Press of New England, 1997.   369-381.

Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  Death Without Weeping: The Violence of 


Everyday Life in Brazil.  Berkeley:  University of California, 


1993.  340-373, 400-406.

4/21:
Ashrawi, Hanan Mikhail.  Women Reshaping Human Rights:  How 


Extraordinary Activists Are Changing the World.  Ed. 



Marguerite Bouvard.   Wilmington, Delaware:  SR Books, 


1996.  107-119.


Hadi, Rabab.  “The Feminist Behind the Spokeswoman: A Candid 


Talk with Hanan Ashrawi.”  A Rising Public Voice: Women in 

Politics Worldwide.  Ed. Alida Brill.  New York:  The 



Feminist Press, 1995. 79-85.

Khaled, Leila.  My People Shall Live:  Autobiography of a



Revolutionary. Toronto:  1975.  21-40, 50-67, 110-112, 


117-118, 120-122, 128-130, 136-147, 150-156, 185-



186, 194-197, 212, 229.

4/24:  Female Genital Surgeries






Warrior Marks.  Dir. Pratibha Parmar.  Videocassette.  Hauer 


Rawlence, 1993.  54 minutes.


Fire Eyes.  Dir. Soraya Mire.  Videorecording.  Persistent 



Productions, 1994.  60 minutes.
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Dorkenoo, Efua and Scilla Elworthy.  “Female Genital Mutilation:  


Proposals for Change.”  London:  Minority Rights Group, 


1992.



Lane, Sandra and Robert A. Rubinstein.  “Judging the Other:  



Responding to Traditional Female Genital Surgeries.”  



Hastings Center Report 26, 3 (1996):  31-40. 

FINAL EMBODIMENT: TIME TO DIGEST

4/28: Breastfeeding Globally

Devi, Mahasweta.  “Breast-Giver.”  Trans. Gayatri Spivak.  In 


Other Worlds.  New York:  Routledge, 1988.  222-240.


Van Esterik, Penny.  Mother Power and Infant Feeding.  



London:  Zed, 1989.  1-27, 65-79, 88-107.


Scheper-Hughes, Nancy.  “Breasts, Bottles and the Somatization of 


Scarcity.”  Death Without Weeping.  316-326.


Meier, Barry.  “In War Against AIDS, Battle Over Baby Formula 


Reignites.”  The New York Times.  June 8, 1997.  1, 16.

4/30: The Bloodroot Collective. The Perennial Political Palate:  A 



Feminist Vegetarian Cookbook.  Bridgeport, Connecticut:  


Sanguinaria, 1990.  i-xxxiv. 

