Spring 2000
General Studies 290
Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Feminist and Gender Studies

This "core" course for the concentration in Feminist and Gender Studies was first designed ten years ago as a junior seminar that uses contemporary feminist scholarship to examine gender as a mark of social and cultural differentiation.   The course is taught by pairs of faculty (one each from Bryn Mawr and Haverford Colleges, and with different disciplinary backgrounds, teaching fields and research interests).  It has been organized around different themes and questions, in efforts to present some key issues in feminist and gender studies to majors, concentrators and minors, and to make accessible to them some of the voluminous, varied and proliferating literatures in feminist and gender studies. 

 The course is taught by a cultural anthropologist and a Spanish American literature professor. It uses the conceptual frameworks and methodologies of anthropology, cultural and literary theory to analyze the concepts and processes of class, feminism, gender and the body, examining how these systems have constituted one another in several settings, through specific cultural practices and relations of power. 

The course will meet Tuesdays 7:30 to 10:00 PM  

Dalton 204. Bryn Mawr College

The course will be conducted as a seminar. Both instructors will be present at all meetings.

Prof.Graciela Michelotti-Cristóbal. 

E-mail: gmichelo@haverford.edu

Office (610) 896-1301 Founders 26 Haverford 

Office hours: By appointment at Haverford.

Prof. Janice Newberry

E-mail: jnewberr@brynmawr.edu

Office: 610-526-5031 or 610-526-5369.  Dalton 9 Bryn Mawr

Office hours: By appointment at Bryn Mawr.

Joint office hours: Tuesdays 6:00 PM Dalton 9 Bryn Mawr




Course Requirements:

Weekly:  complete assigned reading; by Sunday night prior to Tuesday's class, post to class user-group a brief (approximately 250 word) discussion of the week's readings, their relationships to each other, other course readings, and the week's themes; come to class prepared to discuss these postings as well as published reading assignments. These are essential to ensuring lively and productive discussions in class, and will be graded at the end of the semester, accordingly.  For instructions on how to use newsgroups go to:  help.brynmawr.edu or look under computing services on the Bryn Mawr home page.   

Twice during semester: lead discussion, in groups.  This will involve introducing readings and framing questions for discussion.

Mid-term:. essay exam. Take home exam.

At the end of the semester: A final project to be determined in consultation with the instructors.

Readings will be available on Reserve at Magill and Canaday Libraries, details tba. 

Assignments schedule

Week 1: January 18

Introduction. 

What does “the class” want?

O’Donnell, Sheryl. “Teaching/(M)othering: The Feminist Classroom as Unbounded Text”. Narrating Mothers. Theorizing Natural Subjectivities. Ed. By Brenda O. Daly and Maureen Y. Reedy. Univ. of Tennessee Press. 1991. 258-273

Video:  The Women of Summer: the Bryn Mawr Summer School for Women Workers :

             1921-1938. By Rita Rubinstein Heller.  1986

Week 2:  January 25

Selden Raman and Widdowson, Peter. “Feminist Theories”. Reader’s Guide to Contemporary Literary Theory. Third Edition. The University Press of Kentucky. 1993. 203-238.

Olea,  Raquel. "Feminism: Modern or Postmodern?" The Postmodernism Debate in Latin America. John Beverly, José Oviedo and Michael Aronna Ed., Duke University Press. 1995. 192-200.

Jean Franco. "Going Public: Reinhabiting the Private." On Edge. The Crisis of  Contemporary Latin American Culture. University of Minnesota Press, 1992. 65-83

Week 3: Feb. 1

Female Perversions
Film: Female Perversion, Susan Steitfeld, director, 1996 




Cixous, Helene.  "The Laugh of the Medusa." (1975). Feminisms. An Anthology of  Literary Theory and Criticism Ed. Robyn R. Warhol & Diane PriceHerndl. Rutgers, New Jersey, 1997.

 347-362.

Irigaray, Luce.  "This Sex Which is Not One." (1977) Feminisms. 363-369.

Butler, Judith. “Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire”. Gender Trouble. Feminism and the Subversion of Identity. Routledge.  NY. 1991. 1-34

Week 4: Feb. 8

Making Sex. 

Foucault, Michel. History of Sexuality. Volume I. New York. Vintage Books: 1980. Parts II and III.  17-73. (On Reserve)

Laqueur, Thomas. "Discovery of the Sexes." Making Sex: Body and Gender from the Greeks to Freud. Cambridge, Massachusetts. Harvard University Press. 1990. 149-192. 

Donna Haraway, “Fetus: The Virtual Speculum in the New Order.” Modest-Witness@ Second-Millennium.FemaleMan-Meets-OncoMouse : Feminism and Technoscience. Routledge. New York. London. 1997. 173-212
Week 5: Feb. 15

Traffic in Women

Rubin, Gayle. "The Traffic in Women: Notes on the 'Political Economy' of Sex". Toward an Anthropology of  Women. Ed., Rayna Reiter , New York . Monthly Review Press, 1975. 157-210.

Doezema, Jo. “Introduction”.  Global Sex Workers:  Rights, Resistance, and Redefinition. Ed. Kamala Kempadoo and Jo Doezema, New York: Routledge, 1998 1-28 

Fusco,  Coco. “Hustling for Dollars: Jineterismo in Cuba”. Global Sex Workers:  Rights, Resistance, and Redefinition. Ed. Kamala Kempadoo and Jo Doezema, New York: Routledge, 1998. 151-166

Enloe, Gynthia. “On the Beach: Sexism and Tourism”. Bananas, Beaches and Bases. Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Univ. of California Press. 1989.  19-41

Video:  Who the Hell is Julieta?  Dir. Carlos Marcovich. 1997

Week 6: Feb. 22

Traffic in Pleasures

Please attend Sayantani DasGupta talk today, at 4:15 at Chase Auditorium, Haverford College. DasGupta will talk about her book Her Own Medicine. A Woman’s Journey from Student to Doctor. Fawcett. New York. 1999.

MacKinnon, Catherine. "Defamation and Discrimination." Only Words . Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 1993. 1-42.

Rubin, Gayle. "Misguided, Dangerous and Wrong: an Analysis of Anti-Pornography politics." Bad Girls and Dirty Pictures: The Challenge to Reclaim Feminism. Ed., Alison Assiter and Avedon Carol. Boulder, Colorado: Pluto, 1993.18-40.

Kipnis, Laura. “(Male) Desire and (Female) Disgust: Reading Hustler.” Cultural Studies. Ed. Grossberg et al. Routledge. New York. 1992. 373- 391

Week 7: Feb. 29

Bodies that Matter 

Janice Boddy. “Violence Embodied? Circumcision, Gender Politics, and Cultural Aesthetics.” Rethinking Violence Against Women. Ed. R. Emerson Dobash and Russell P. Dobash. Sage Publications. 1998. 77-110

Denniston, George. “The Tyranny of the Victims. An Analysis of Circumcision Advocacy”.  Male and Female Circumcision. Medical, Legal, and Ethical Considerations in Pediatric Use .Kluwer Academic/Plenum Publishers.  221-239

Lane, Sandra and Robert A. Rubinstein.  "Judging the Other:  Responding to Traditional Female Genital Surgeries." Hastings Center Report 26, 3 (1996): 31-40.

Mandela, Nelson, Long Walk to Freedom: The Autobiography of Nelson Mandela. Little, Brown and Company.  1996. 22-27.

SPRING BREAK 

Week 8: Mar. 14 

All About My Mother

Visit with Cherrie Moraga.

Alarcón Norma. “Traddutora/ Traditora: A Paradigmatic Figure of Chicana Feminism.” Dangerous Liasons: Gender, Nation & Postcolonial Perspectives. Ed. Anne McClintock, Aamir Mufti & Ella Shohat. University of Minnesota Press. 1997. 278-297

Cisneros, Sandra. “Woman Hollering Creek”. Woman Hollering Creek and Other Stories. First Vintage Contemporaries Edition. 1992. 43-56

Raznovich, Diana. “Dial- a- Mom”. Women Writing Women. An Anthology of Spanish American Theater of the ‘80s. Ed. Teresa Cajiao Salas & Margarita Vargas . State University of New York Press. Albany. 1997. 212-241.

Irigaray, Luce. “The Bodily Encounter with the Mother”. The Irigaray Reader. Ed. Margaret Whitford. Basil Blackwell Ltd.1991. 34-46

Schirmer, Jennifer, “The Claiming of Space and the Body Politic within National-Security States: The Plaza de Mayo Madres and the Greenham Common Women.  Remapping Memory: The Politics of Timespace. Ed. Jonathon Boyarin. University of Minnesota Press. 1994. 182-221.

Week 9:  Mar. 21

Body Politics

Hoodfar, Homa. “The Veil in their Minds and on Our Heads: Veiling Practices and Muslim Women.” The Politics of Culture in the Shadow of Capital. Ed. Lisa Lowe and David Lloyd. Duke University Press. 1997. 248-279. 

Murphy, Robert. “Social Distance and the Veil”. American Anthropology. 66. 1964. 1257-1274 

Showalter,Elaine. “The Veiled Woman”.  Sexual Anarchy: Gender and Culture at the Fin de Siècle. Viking. New York. 1990. 144-168

Video:
Director, Marilyn Gaunt. Producer, Elizabeth Fernea . A Veiled Revolution. New York, Icarus Films.1982 (26 min.) 

Week 10:  Mar. 28

Under Western Eyes

Mohanty, Chandra. "Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonial Discourses." Feminist Review 30: 61-88 (1988).

Franco, Jean. “Beyond Ethnocentrism: Gender, Power, and the Third World Intelligentsia”. ” Marxism & the Interpretation of Culture. Ed. Cary Nelson & Lawrence Grossberg. Iniversity of Illinois Press. 1988. 

(13 pages).

Franco, Jean. “Defrocking the Vatican : Feminism’s Secular Project” Cultures of  Politics, Politics of Cultures : Re-Visioning Latin American Social Movements. Ed. Sonia E. Alvarez, Evelina Dagnino, Arturo Escobar.Boulder, Colo. : Westview Press, 1998. 278-289

Week 11:  April 4

Can the Subaltern Speak?

Anzaldúa, Gloria.  "La conciencia de la mestiza: Towards a New Consciousness." Feminisms. 765-775

Kipnis, Laura with Jennifer Reeder. “White Trash Girl”.  White Trash. Race and Class in America. Ed. Matt Wray and Annalee Newitz. Routledge. N. Y. 1997. 113-130

Doris Sommer. “No Secrets for Rigoberta” en Proceed with Caution When Engaged by Minority Writing in the Americas.  Harvard University Press. 1999. 115-137

Carby, Hazel, "`On the Threshold of Women's Era': Lynching, Empire and Sexuality in Black Feminist Theory," Critical Inquiry 12 (Autumn 1985): 262-277

White, E. Frances, "Africa on My Mind:  Gender, Counter Discourse and African- American Nationalism." Journal of Women's History 2, 1 (Spring 1990): 73-97


Week 12: Apr. 11

Women in Labor

Delphy, Christine. Patriarchy, Domestic Mode of Production, Gender and Class” Marxism & the Interpretation of Culture. Ed. Cary Nelson & Lawrence Grossberg. Iniversity of Illinois Press. 1988. 

(9 pages).

Matthews, Glenna. “The emergence of a new ideology”. "Just a housewife": the Rise and Fall of Domesticity in America.  New York: Oxford University Press. 1987. 3-34.

Enloe, Gynthia. “Just Like One of the Family’ Domestic Servants in World Politics”. Bananas, Beaches and Bases. Making Feminist Sense of International Politics. Univ. of California Press. 1989.  19-41

Ong, Aihwa. “Japanese Factories, Malay Workers. Class and Sexual Methaphors in West Malaysia”. Power and difference : gender in island Southeast Asia . Edited by Jane Monnig Atkinson and Shelly Errington

Stanford University Press, 1990. 385-422.

Zavella, Patricia, “ Mujeres in Factories:  Race and Class Perspectives on Women, Work, and Family,” in Gender at the Crossroads of Knowledge, ed. by Micaela di Leonardo.  Berkeley: University of California Press. 1991.  312-336.          

Week 13: Apr. 18

In the Company of Men

Film:  Pedro Almodóvar. “Todo sobre mi madre/ All about my mother” 1999. Screened  Saturday 15 at 10 pm  in Sharpless Auditorium, Haverford College.

Fausto-Sterling, Anne. "How to Build a Man." Constructing Masculinity .Ed. Maurice Berger, Brian Wallis and Simon Watson.  New York, Routledge, 1995. 127-134

Mariani, Philomena. "Law and Order Science." Constructing Masculinity. 135-156.

Aronowitz, Stanley. "My Masculinity." Constructing Masculinity.

307-320.

Gilbert Herdt, “Bisexuality and the causes of homosexuality: the case of

the Sambia. Bisexualities: the ideology and practice of sexual contact

with both men and women, ed. Erwin Haeberle and Rolf Gindorf, pp. 157-168;

1999; New York: Continuum.

Will Roscoe, “How to become a Berdache: toward a unified analysis of gender

Diversity”.  Third Sex, Third Gender, ed. Gilbert Herdt, Zone. New York. 1994. 329-372.

Week 14:  April 25

Open to student's suggestions of  subject/s and texts.
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